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he dies. - - S .

If a tree'loses a third of its bark it
too will die:

And I submit that if the Earth
loses a third of its Green Mantle of
Trees, it will die. And the water table
will sink beyond recall.” .

“If.a man loses a third of his skin

e ) . -

“"s'Richard St Barbe Baker, -
W ;"'?-__*”Mén‘of the Trees. ? '

. .‘- ;‘.-:'::"1'_‘(;"_ . 't .'7 - .-4?'_ o : -.,, o ' . g
‘ - Some of the community’s residents wait for the birthday party feast to begin . .
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| Our industrialised civilisation has ma{ié__ us so es- . [
-tranged”from' naturé that we fail to realise’we are-*
squandering our finite planet, Earth, which-gives.us the .

chance of life.
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- The economist E. F. Schumacher® used the analogy that “’a byusiness would not -8 ) C HEALTH«GL'Nlc PRRPAK A
be viable if.it was rapidly consuming its capital”. Yet we are engineering a disastrous - - OPENING"—dN"'!?éﬁﬁU ARYQ =
future f_or;o'ur children by depleting our non-renewable resourf;es and creating - AT 12 CIVI C'M'\A‘L‘I:' GUNi\fEIi AH Y
. . * . L B .
massive pollution. o SRR . % lris-Diagnosis. .~ .- ot
* Sensing that with this rapid squandering of Inorganic chemicals sire\not used. - % Remedial Massage .. RS E
fossil fuels, the threat to civilisation some people feel Working with nature’s balances demonstrates a. . % Vitamin Thérapy ... -~ ~_ . ;. N
the need for a change in values and are actively ex-  respect for all life, a vmcrngi‘on for the land and its % -Botanical Medicing {Herbs).” " . _|.. . °
ploring ways of living in which voluntary simplicity -complex systems. .. _ . .. 0%, = % Relaxation Therapy. < - ~- . ° SO
guides new patterns of consumption based on small *  Food production 'has:an increasing focus as ™ Phone (067) 42'2478 Yor“appointment™ * - 'R ™" -
scale, non-violent technology. - people’s need for basic shelter.is satisfied. - C. VAN BLERK'N.D.’ D.B.M = )
In our highly governed times it has become un- Sustained energy has been iccessary in the con- R S
i usual for péople to take responsibility for the life struction of the twelve domestic dwellings over the — e«
) pro;esscs of birth and deatté, fa: edlucation. housing,  past years, Without the spe?d f(t)‘f.powef tools con-" - St el T
road repairs, sanitation and other living conditions.  struction is relatively slow,} offering many possi-". ] R e -
. The cirTcation of rural hamiets, akin to village  bilitics for craftsmanship ﬁgd innovation. . WALLABADAH RN IO
socicty, offers the possibility of such a decen- Building sites were agreed upon by group con* C -
'tralii:oéd', intégrated community, reversing the trend  sensus. N ) GARDEN_EEE ) —
of the drift to the cities. : Tallow wood" poles afe gathered from the WALLABADAH STATION HOMESTEAD i =0 ..

One such community, formed with twenty forest, second grade timbers are generally used, -
sharcholders and their children, has been slowly stained glass and other windows, often obtained
evolving over the past four years on 200 acres in the from demolition sites, imaginative use of a variety of
forested hills west of Lismore, in Northern NSW.  building materials blend together.

SUNDAY MARCH 1 1PM. —7BM,
EASTERN STANDARD TIME B B
Be conducted through the Historic Homestead

; . : ; d sce its Treasures, - .-
Here farm lifc challenges people to a resourceful Making mud bricks for one home was a slow an At
way of living in which to develop a wide range of but happy process with a team of three-ycar-olds B Sce the rasm:'}: exhibited by Town & Country |.
physical and other skills. . also helping out. °"‘2§‘“° Tam‘ﬁo sirindi Jockey Club O

Working individually and in groups of varying These bricks, with their excellent insulating ome to the Quirindi Jockey Club Cup Meet-

ing on Saturday, February 28, and Monday March
2, and be entertained at th Wallabadah Garden Fete
on Sunday, March 1. -~ ‘

All procesds to Moonby House and Quirindi

Nursing Homes.
ALEX CHAD -
Secretary, Liverpool Plans Loage. > .~ -
Phone Spring Ridge (067).97 - - .= :

sizes, people have beén constructing homes, work- qualities, are ideal in the often damp tropical
shops and communal buildings, laying and burying climate. .
polypipe to carry the water supply to the individual Each household has its own kitchen facilities,
houses over the thirty acres which has been settied, with bathroom and washing facilities being shared
planting fruit trees and clearing lantana for further by immediate neighbours and also available in the
orchards. ' - N community area. B . .
They are creating gardens, cooking, cutting Despite the conflict with the local council for.
firewood, maintaining vehicles and.access roads, contravening Ordinance 70 and its strick building.
caring for young children, building fire pits (a safety code, the homes are extreniely solid. .
precaution in case of fire), organising washing faci- During & violent wind storm, which oc-
lities, attending the pump and water supply and col- casionally ravage the north coast area, scveral near-
lection of hay and animal manure for gardens and by houses lost their roofs while only one of the
orchards, all of which gives an active pace to daily ~ houses in the community was damaged. Deapite a

life. R tall tree falling across the roof, damage was slight (‘\/_j VISCOUNT B T
The details of day to day life, such as cooking, due to the weight-bearing capacity of the sup- 085 2e‘.‘c9;1"éi"' "‘j] ’
gardening and workdays are organised at fort- porting poles. . . L _ D'em',‘: ;‘,:'m T B2m ié‘g'-w ”
; nightly farm meetings. Buildings on the community were used as a test B ! = -
= The midday meal is shared with two people pre-  case by the Planning and Eavironment Commission ’ wovide >y

That's all it takes to make Summer perfect from

aring th i community kitchen, “.in the recommendations to State Government of 1
paring the food, in the mmunity ite! for here on in, when you have a' U.F. ) Pool... .

cveryone. Cs _ policics for rural hamlet development, which have € ¢ al.
The commuriity has a vegetarian diet, with ricc  since been approved. T ;”"es? !"9'°“"d|.f'b’99'a§5-lswllmm“?'9 pools are
and other grains as a staple, garden and other pes- The Commission has now published a booklet rﬁg’n%'}s {?{e;‘.:’: 'tt,‘gsigg?‘gd . gh!rae"‘g’e"a,t’:. for
ticide-free vegetables, dried beans, lentils, soybean  on alternative methods of building construction and adding value to your home and extra enjoyment
products (such as tofu,_a cheese made from soy  use of materials for the benefit of local government — to your lifestyle. - &
milk), fruit and occasional dairy products. . officers and homebuilders. o . U.F. I, — the pool professionals, with 22 éxciting R
With a limited amount of agricultural land the Sharing life with such'an extended family has - ways to make a splash. ™. . ¢+ N
farm produces only & portion of it’s food needs. its conflicts and specific meetings are often called to . . Ve s
The need to make -optimum use of resources  air difficulties and explore their resolution. -
‘means here a human intensive rather than capital in- With nine children under five, they are often the
tensive agriculture, focus of diwcussion on ways to respond to their

Seaweed is gathered on beach visits and the current necds, both individually and collectively and
large quantities of vegetable scraps from the kitchen possible structures for the education.
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are deposited in composting bins to be transformed . Two vears ago, with considerable initiative | For further information, contact: — - Ukl
into rich soil. Composting toilets are under con-  from peor'c within this community, a pre-school | Y ) olle
struction to enable eventual recycling of wastes. was estebii.od in the local village hall, for the 3 ::M&I_M GAMBLE POOLS )\ ) |
e | Cardboard cartons are used for orchard muich,  benefit of children in the area. keeping Amstratia tn the swim<{V J
a soil is enriched with animal manure, compost and Quirindi .
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Its establishment filled a vacuum. The -avail-

ability of child care and pre-school facilities in the .-

between children’ and parents ln somettmes isolated
srtuauons e

ST
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lf ,.’]- area has mereased)bcontact and communication
Lo

!

o ) ‘Several people from the farm are employed in
' the pre-school.-.- .

An annexe to the pre—school has been planned
for.the farm, as an| ,ongoing . educatronal facility for
. people_.in the tmmedlate area, giving greater. ac-
% cessability and: reducing’ ‘the need” l'or transport for
F¥¥{young chrldre
i

‘school co-operatwe run by parents in Lrsmore re-

(_This' has been bénefi cral* fogg these children, hrgh-
‘lrghtrng the needs of, dtff nt age groups and the un-
o & el

‘great deal of ener,

As the commurutya becomes more consohdatod
-igreater . focus' is* drrectedgto‘glwehhood and ‘in-
* volvement in the communrty,iablarge

been butlt and pro v1des
“children and par-
ftwo.’~ -

B -' - Five people from_
: a larger group’ involved..in? the ‘establishment of a
3 1] Jl,tsmore This now

v mqﬁ:\_.ww,-m... w
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. Several people ‘are supported by importing
~ cloth and selling clothee at: local markets as well as
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constructed a mud bnck home near Mamlla

- beneﬁts and a famrly is supported by unem-

= Two older cluldren rru.he 'mmumty travel to a

Such a commumty'obvrously requtres time and -
. becon

_wrth a tramed nursmg srster also i’ fattendnace..

farm were initially part of

wtth bmh defects m the area-

Burldmg and,earpentry skxlls ofl'er an 1rregular

: Work ean be found locally ‘and’also further -
aﬁeld for example six_péoplé: from the community-

e " Several women receive supporting rnothers'

day 0 |

ployment benefits - while attemptmg to establtsh a
lwehhood wrth art work. :

fi
, “The farm rs supported by weekl‘;fd‘ontnbutrons
of $22 per person which covers general farmex-

- penditure and-maintenance- and-basic-food costs;—

with houscholds buymg addrtronal personal requrre—
ments. . ;

People from other communities in the drea are
active in the ficlds of nursing, education, psychiatry
and public service, still deeply connected wrth the
mainstream society. E
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" Birth and Beyond, a group in nettrby Nrmbm,

‘ -'has been growing for some years. It was initiated by .
a trained mid-wife, who together with several as-.

sisfants, attends home births in the drstnct.

[l

The group, meetlng ‘weekly, has become a
valuable support system during and ifter pregnancy

There has been growmg concern. among parents :

and friend of the continued use of toxrc chemicals in
spraying of ‘weed infestations; often” adjacent  to
water supply systems and the possrble ‘connection

Medttatton provrdes the spmtual‘ffocurl ‘of the

community.

The nearby Forest Medttatron Centre, built

together with people from the surrounding- com-

munity, offers anyone tnterested the peace “of the
forest. - Ry

Here group retreats are conducted in srlence

several times a year, providing a time for reﬂectmn
and contemplanon N ST
.- ,‘ S

The farm’s involvement with soclal actron and

the desire for the establishment of more far

_ sighted polrc:es such as a sane re-al‘l'orestatton

re-a

pralsal

programme were born out of the conflict over the
proposed loggmg ol' the nearby Terama Creek ram-
forest.

The drspnte produeed a deep schism in the com-

munity, parttcularly with many | long time resrdents,

" dairy farmers in rhore abundant times, who are now
bitter at the influx of young strangers and therr
families mto their countrySIde

'..‘,
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While communication wtth some of the more "
established residents of the area remains rare, the
tensions crystallised by the focus on Terania Creek
created further discussion. : .

A re-afforestation seminar brought together
logging interets, conservationists, forestry de-"
partment and government personnel and served to.
bring attention to the urgent need for a vast tree
planting programme.

Discussion included the need for restoring mar-
ginal, weed infested land, still frequently sprayed

‘with the toxic chemicals, 24D and 2245T, by plan-

ting trees to prevent further erosion and polrcres to'-
encourage land holders to reafforest unproductrve
lands. - : ol

The looal teisions, breedmg long after the bull-
dozer, police and conservationists had left Terania®
Creck, underscored an unpleasant sense of living as -
an ethnic minority, disapproved of and dis*"
paragingly dismissed as ‘hippies’ because of a con-
cern at'the treatment of our Earth.

lt is easy for us all to view with suspicion that
which is unfamiliar, yet it seems we are swrftly ap-

“proaching “the latter times”, when man is des-

troying his environment so irrevocably . that’ as’
human beings of conscience we must demand a re-
appraisal. .

*Richard St. Barbe Barker —_ My Life, My
Trees. Findhorn Publications. -

*E.F. Schumacher — Small is Beautiful: A
Study of Economics as if People Mattered. Abacus.

Ideal
time —
~|clean-up

”v_m_:ln a recent
“issue of the Namoi
Vailay - Independent.

-.Gunnedah, | noticed a
'plcture of the sadly-
' deploted water level at

Keepit Dam.

What really caught my
-eye way the fact that the

- receding  waterline  has

’laid bare - perhaps for
the first time in more
than a.decade - prohably
hundreds of dead trees,
_both standing and fallen.

+ " Wouldn't this present

-the :Water Resources
‘Commission with a

. golden opportunity te get
*rid of all that unwanted
t1mber’7

":‘ They should have got
* tid of it in the first place,

as was done in the case of
the Hume reservoir, near
Arbury. and a number of
“other storages. -

- The dead treas must -
surcly be a hazard to
navigation as the_ water
level fails.

Removal would at
least be a move for safe-
ty..

Y- D.G. Austin,
Anne Street,
MOREE.
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